
Bolivar Central High School Site Coordinator Sherry Hoyle Wins
National Award

Hoyle, a site coordinator with Communities in Schools of Tennessee, was recognized for her exemplary

dedication and support of kids

BOLIVAR, Tenn. – (October 24, 2022) – Sherry Hoyle, a Communities in Schools of Tennessee site

coordinator at Bolivar Central High School, was recently named the national Communities in Schools All

In for Students Award recipient. The award is given annually to recognize the exemplary dedication of

one site coordinator from the 2,900 schools that Communities in Schools and its affiliates serve across

the country.

Hoyle received the award during a recent trip to Washington, D.C., for the national conference of

Communities In Schools, at which First Lady Dr. Jill Biden was also receiving an award.

“Sherry’s unwavering commitment to her students is an inspiration to us all, and this is such as

well-deserved honor,” said Samantha Wigand, CEO of Communities in Schools of Tennessee. “She is the

embodiment of what we mean when we say Communities in Schools is ‘All in for Kids’ - tireless,

compassionate, and an incredible and persuasive advocate for her students. We are so proud of Sherry

and all that she continues to do for Bolivar students.”

Hoyle works to ensure every student at Bolivar, regardless of the challenges they may face, has what

they need to succeed in school and beyond. She has a sign in her office that says, "Not all who wander

are lost” and repeats this phrase often to her students so they know that even though they may feel lost

in this moment, she is there for them.

One of those students was Rukiyah Rhodes. Rukiyah was skipping school, running away, and getting into

trouble for fighting before she met Hoyle and the Communities in Schools program.

“Her attitude about school just kind of went in the wrong direction… even being at school was the

biggest problem,’ Rukiyah’s mother, Sherika Rhodes, said. “I got so many calls about her fighting and

stuff. I gave up because I couldn’t get through. This program and Ms. Hoyle, she broke through that wall

that I couldn’t get through.”

Rukiyah, who went on to graduate from Bolivar and is now attending college, agreed. “She was always

the one I could count on,” she said of Hoyle. “When I felt like that I was about to get in trouble, I was

about to do something bad, she’d let me come sit in her class, and calm down.”

Hoyle maintains a food, hygiene, and clothing closet for her students and families to provide them with

basic needs supplies. She persuaded several local donors to donate a refrigerator and freezer so she



could store healthier food options for students and families; one local restaurant owner was so

impressed with Hoyle’s program that she now donates a portion of the restaurant's profits every month

as well.

During the pandemic, she partnered with the UT Extension office to obtain food boxes for her families

and personally delivered them to families who could not meet at the drop-off time. When the pandemic

revealed some students were without internet, she tirelessly copied work packets and delivered them to

the students with transportation needs.

“Ms. Hoyle always goes above and beyond for the students at BCHS,” said Dr. Christy Smith, Director of

Schools for Hardeman County. “We are proud to have her with us.”

Sherry and CIS of Tennessee are in their fourth year of working with Bolivar Central High School through

a pilot program developed in partnership with Governor Bill Lee and the Tennessee General Assembly.

Last spring, the Tennessee General Assembly approved $3 million for CIS of Tennessee to continue its

pilot for two more years. In total, the pilot serves 11,500 students at 23 high schools across 15 rural

counties.

For more information about Communities In Schools of Tennessee, visit www.cistn.org.

###
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