
McNairy County News

NEWS

Thursday, March 11, 2021Page 6

M&M
Body Shop

24 Hour Wrecker 
Service

4-Wheel Alignments
Insurance Claims Welcome!

3926 Hwy. 45 S. • Selmer, TN 
731-645-5353

Kelsey Chambers is among 
those the COVID-19 virus struck 
in the most severe way. At one 
point she was feared to be near 
death as the virus ravaged her 
body, resulting in her being admit-
ted to ICU at Vanderbilt Hospital 
in Nashville and being intubat-
ed to help her breathe. While 
she has since been released, and 
began the road to recovery, the 
virus unfortunately took the life 
of her and her fiancé’s unborn son 
Axel. Chambers, who is the Lead 
Pharmacy Technician at the East 
Main Pharmacy in Adamsville, 
recalled her experience and con-
tinues to express gratitude for the 
support show to her by the com-
munity. 

“I have not returned to work 
yet,” Chambers said. “I have home 
health and physical therapists that 
come a couple of times a week to 
help me to continue to recover. I 
will also have to be released from 
my OB doctor before I can return 
to work. I’ve been with East Main 
Pharmacy for 7-years. I’m defi-
nitely ready to go back. I do not 
like sitting at home.”

Chambers said she first began 
to feel ill on January 16th.

“I had developed a cough and 
just felt bad,” Chambers recalled. 
By the next day, the 17th, I had a 
terrible headache and did not feel 
good at all.”

“People need to take it seriously” - Former COVID-19 
patient still recovering
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Kelsey Chambers, seen here enjoying the recent snow with her fiancé Yasmine, is still 
recovering from the effects of the COVID-19 virus.

I tested positive for COVID on 
the 18th,” said Chambers. “I felt 
really bad; similar to the flu. The 
next weekend I started vomiting 
and could not stop; fluids did 
not help. On the 24th, I went to 

Jackson General ER and was put 
on a fetal monitor because of 
Axel. I was sent home the next 
day.”

“I was taken to the ER in 
Savannah on the 27th,” she con-

tinued. From there I was trans-
ferred to Jackson General where 
I was intubated and transferred to 
Vanderbilt. My last memory was 
leaving the hospital in Savannah. 
I was on a ventilator for 8-days.”

“I know there were people who 
came and prayed over me but 
I didn’t know it at the time,” 
Chambers said. “I would raise my 
arm when someone would talk 
to me, but that’s the extent of my 
responses at that time. It was a 
few days before I had any aware-
ness. I have very little memory 
of it all.”

“Axel’s heartbeat was lost on 
the 29th,” said Chambers. “They 
induced labor and I had him the 
next morning. He was stillborn.”

“When I woke up I had no clue 
that I had had him. I didn’t know 
anything,” she recalled. “The OB 
Doctor came in and explained the 
situation. The only way I could 
communicate my feelings was to 
write notes. I was distraught. It all 
left me mentally, physically and 
emotionally exhausted.”

Thankfully, she recovered to 
the point the breathing tube was 
removed and the process to be 
weaned off the ventilator began. 
After 21 days Kelsey finally test-
ed negative for the COVID-19 
virus. She was released from the 
hospital on February 7th. 

“I’ve lost a lot of strength in 
my hands and legs,” Chambers 
said. “Physical therapy is helping 
with that.”

While breathing is still dif-
ficult at times and she has to be 
on oxygen when she goes to sleep, 

she was recently able to celebrate 
her birthday with family and 
friends. Still, she is very thankful 
for all of the support, especially 
from those closest to her.

“It’s been pretty good,” 
Chambers said. “Yasmine has 
been able to take some time off 
to be with me. My mom has 
spent time with me. Friends have 
brought us food. The community 
has been a real blessing. I can 
never say thank you enough for all 
of the love that has been shown.”

“His loss brought us closer, 
especially spiritually,” Chambers 
said as she reflected on the loss 
of her son Axel. “I still have good 
and bad days. The hardest part for 
me has been that I had to lose him 
for me to live. I was that critical. It 
all has definitely brought us clos-
er to the Lord and as a family.”

“A lot of people who don’t take 
it as serious as they need to, I may 
have been one of those, but it is 
dangerous,” Chambers stressed. 
“I don’t think I realized how dan-
gerous it was. I thought I would be 
off a week or so from work and I 
would be fine. My breathing is not 
at all what it was before I got sick. 
People need it take it seriously.”

Chambers will continue the 
process of regaining her strength 
and hopes to return to work very 
soon.
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Here’s the deal. The right 
insurance should help you 
feel confident and 
comfortable. I’m the right 
good neighbor for that. 
Call me today.

Like a good neighbor, State 
Farm is there.®

Right coverage.
Right price.
Right here in town.

If you are not directly involved 
with each of the county’s high 
schools, you probably wouldn’t 
know about the Communities 
In Schools programs that are in 
place at both Adamsville and 
McNairy Central High Schools. 
The Communities In Schools 
program is a national program 
that is often spearheaded at the 
state level and filters down to 
schools at the community level. 
Communities In Schools (CIS) is 
recognized for its efforts to ensure 
students have support, removing 
academic and nonacademic bar-
riers to their success in school. 
In partnership with Governor 
Bill Lee’s administration and the 
General Assembly, Communities 
In Schools of Tennessee is in year 
two of a three-year rural pilot.  
The program works to help reduce 
chronic absenteeism, improve 
educational outcomes, and raise 
graduation rates in 23 high schools 
across 15 of the state’s most eco-
nomically distressed communi-
ties. The program looks to sur-
round students with a community 
of support, empowering them to 
stay in school and achieve in 
life. Research indicates that when 
children have a solid relation-
ship with a caring adult, they are 
significantly more likely to have 
positive academic, behavioral and 
social emotional outcomes, pre-
paring them for productive adult-
hood. This is why the centerpiece 
of the CIS model is our coordina-
tor. CIS coordinators are trained 
professionals whose sole focus is 
the welfare of struggling students. 
They fill the role of cheerleader, 
nurturer and trusted adult whom 
students can turn to for help with 
a wide range of personal chal-
lenges. Within partner schools, 
coordinators also work with the 
entire student body on issues such 
as improved attendance, character 
development and creating a posi-
tive school climate

Communities In Schools programs well represented at 
county high schools

Locally, Terrell Beene and 
Amy Rhymer are the Site 
Coordinators for Adamsville and 
McNairy Central High Schools 
respectively. Rhymer said goals 
have shifted somewhat due to the 
COVID-19 pandemic and instead 
of focusing just on attendance, 
site coordinators are now helping 
make sure basic needs are met.

“I’m working on a 3-year grant 
at MCHS,” said Rhymer. “We 
started out focused on atten-
dance, then the pandemic hit and 
we have been focusing on basic 
needs for students. The staff at 
MCHS and Chris Whitten are 
the best. Chris and his church, 
First Baptist Selmer have helped 
so much with helping provide 
food for students. The kids are 
so grateful.”

“It’s definitely different,” said 
Beene. “We are doing anything 
and everything we can to get stu-
dents in school. It has definitely 
been a challenge. Thankfully 
though, we have been able to help 
with some food though. I was 
recently able to purchase about 
forty pizzas and provide lunch 
for some of them.”

As far as attendance, both site 
coordinators sat goals for atten-
dance this year for their respec-
tive campuses. Beene said AHS 
began the year with 23 percent 
absenteeism, but us now down 
to 13 percent. Rhymer says the 
goal for MCHS was to get below 
13 percent, but currently sits at 6 
percent absenteeism.

“I think under the circum-
stances and with all things con-
sidered, attendance is going 
well,” Rhymer said. “We will see 
how it goes moving forward, but 
right now we just need to make 
sure there is nothing in the way 
of the students getting the best 
education they can.”
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Terrell Beene and Amy Rhymer are the Site Coordinators for Adamsville and McNairy Central High Schools 
Communities In Schools programs.

SEEKING BIDS
McNairy County Schools is seeking bids 
for camera systems and installation for 

13 buses. Bid packets may be picked up 
at McNairy County Board of Education 

located at 530 Mulberry Avenue, Suite 2, 
in Selmer, TN.  All bids must be turned 

in to the Board Office by noon on Friday, 
March 19, 2021.  

“McNairy County Board of Education reserves 
the right to reject any or all bids.”

McNairy County Emergency 
Communications Board 

Meeting on March 12th at 
noon at the 911 Building.

PUBLIC MEETINGACCEPTING BIDS
The McNairy County Mayor’s Office is

accepting bids for Jack McConnico Library
Lighting for lettering for the front and 

back of the building
Fix lamp post at entrance

All bids shall be submitted for review no later 
than March 25th at 10 a.m.

The McNairy County Mayor’s Office reserves the right to 
reject any or all bids and to award the bid as deemed in the 
best interest of the county.
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